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Pote’s Notes

gitʻer done in 21

Past Potentates, Divan and Nobles All:
Welcome to 2021—the year to get things done!
■
■
■
■

I was born and raised in Tucson and have always resided here.
Married to Kimberly and have two children: Brianna and Dalton.
I have been working for my mother-in-law for the past 31 years spraying herbicides.
First generation Mason and Shriner.

This year, I am going to serve the nobility to the best of my ability and hope to bring some fun and fellowship back to
the temple. As of now, Sabbar is open on Friday nights from 5pm to 9pm for members only. There will be a set menu
sent out via webfez each week. Hopefully, we will be able to start having some small functions and fundraisers soon.
In case you haven’t heard, the nobility accepted an offer on our property. It’s a sad time for all but it is the right thing
to do. Committees are in place to search which route we take from here. We have to decide where we want to go and if
we want to rent, buy or build. There are many things to consider. I am going into this with a positive attitude knowing
things can only get better.
I would like to thank the rest of the Divan for all the work and volunteering to keep us productive. To those who were
on the Divan this past year and will be leaving us; Keith, Terry and Robert, thank you for everything you did to get us
here — you will be missed.
Yours in Faith,
Illustrious Sir Toby Thomas, Potentate

It saddens us to report the passing of
Former First Lady, Pina Talvy, on
December 30 2020.

MARCH TEMPLE TOPICS

DEADLINE
2/20/21
Our Nobles have reached the end of
their earthly toils.
The brittle thread which bound them
to earth has been severed and their
liberated spirits have winged their
flights to the unknown world.

May you rest in peace Pina.

Richard Bernier
Born September 9, 1943
Creation May 13, 1999
Expired January 10, 2021

Temple Topics
Advertising Rates
(per issue)

Robert Tullis
Born August 25, 1950
Creation January 6, 1997
Expired December 24, 2020

John Utley
Born September 17, 1936
Creation December 31, 1981
Expired December 18, 2020

Forrest Wood
Born October 3, 1928
Creation December 31, 1980
Expired December 21, 2020
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Business Card
1/4 page
1/2 page
Full page

$25.00
35.00
50.00
75.00

For additional information
contact Illustrious Sir Van Elrod,
PP, at 624-2509 or via email at:
vanelrod@sabbarshriners.org

Donations and Remembrances
From Our Members, Family and Friends
Sabbar Shrine Center Hospital Transportation Fund
Roger & Carla Biede, II
JDH Consulting, LLC
Sidney Spurgeon (In memory of Richard Burgess, PM Massachusetts)
Shayn Sukta
Ron Wayne
Katy Willins
Sabbar Shrine Center Hospital Fund
John Love
Robin Settlemeyer
James Simmons
Sabbar Shrine Center General Fund
Robert & Marian Hannon
Stephen Harsczak
John Love
Walter Mosher
Joseph & Sandra Polito
James Simmons
Shayn Sukta

Silver

Wings
Gerry Innis
John Myers, II
Davenport Ryan
Joe Talvy

MASONRY MAKES MEN BETTER
SHRINERS MAKES THE WORLD BETTER
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Chief Rabban
Greetings Nobles:
As my first article as Chief Rabban many of you know this may be my last owing to an unexpected move out of the
country temporarily and back-and-forth throughout the year, but sufficient to interdict my ability to serve effectively,
unfortunately.
Additionally, I have been serving as the head of the Relocation Committee. While the Potentate will appoint a new
Committee Chairman, work has been on-going through three sub-committees to consider our future (1) rental, (2) buy or
build, and (3) the disposition of our unneeded assets. Many have already volunteered to serve including — Rent SubCommittee: Jerry Shultz, Jim Wolfe, Jim Pokorny, Van Elrod; Buy or Build Sub-Committee: Sid Leluan, Tim Alphin;
and, Assets Disposition Sub-Committee: Fred Lohman, Josh Sticht, John Prokop and, Carmine Tilghman. Please contact
any of these committee members or any member of the Divan, if you would like to join this vitally important effort. I
will continue to be around and engaged as much as possible—but start thinking about your own nomination for Chief
Rabban going forward as well—you can do it!
With only my best fraternal wishes,
Noble Rob Renfro, Chief Rabban

* 2020 NOBILITY AWARDS *
Shriner of the Year — Keith Lozeau
Outstanding Service — Terry Fried
Outstanding Service — Royal Bouschor

Divan
Potentate
Chief Rabban
Assistant Rabban
High Priest & Prophet
Oriental Guide
Recorder
Treasurer

Toby Thomas (Kim) — pote@sabbarshriners.org — 907-6545
Rob Renfro (Juline) — cr@sabbarshriners.org — 813-263-3372
Roger “DoK” Biede, II (Carla) — ar@sabbarshriners.org — 240-5179
Gus Portillo (Veronica) — hpp@sabbarshriners.org — 437-1106
Jim Pokorny — og@sabbarshriners.org — 808-5843
Jim Hand (Sandy) — recorder@sabbarshriners.org — 241-2793
Joe Leininger (Candace) — treasurer@sabbarshriners.org — 797-6844

Appointed Divan & Staff
Captain of the Guard
Chaplain / Black Camel
Chief Aide
Director of Units and Clubs
Facebook / Website Coordinator
Hospital Transportation Chairman
Insurance Committee Chairman
Lodge Ambassador
Lounge Manager
Master of Ceremonies
Membership Chairman
Onion Chairman
Outer Guard
Parade Coordinator
Parliamentarian
Sabbar Shrine Attorney
Temple Topics Editor

Elliott Koeppen (Mildred) — 622-4965
Nick Dacus (Elicia) — 257-9106
John Roebuck (Jennifer) — 887-1976
Bill Burkel (Marcy) — 747-2058
Roger Biede, III (Kristy) — 510-418-3959
Van Elrod, PP (Mary Anne) — 744-2974
Jim Pokorny (Luann) — 808-5834
Vacant
Nicole Lowery (Shawn) — 907-7957
Van Elrod, PP (Mary Anne) — 744-2974
Roger Biede, III (Kristy) — 510-418-3959
Larry Bowers, PP (Kathy) — 678-9796
Robert Gannon (Karen) — 205-1877
Ill. Sir Tim Alphin, PP (Betty) — 272-8239
Sid Leluan (Debbie) — 325-1122
Royal G. Bouschor, II — 906-1678
Peggy Atchley — 907-6213
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Assistant Rabban
Nobles:
What a year this has been, and 2021 will also be challenging. The choices we at Sabbar have made and those we are
faced with would give pause to Solomon himself. Re-defining ourselves as we leave our building and seek other accommodations will take courage, patience and perseverance.
We have been faithfully served this past year by a dedicated Divan and a tireless Potentate, and we are truly grateful
for their efforts. I look forward to helping to plot a course that will best serve the needs of the children that we serve,
and to preserve the traditions which have satisfied that goal for so long.
Yours in the faith,
Noble Dok Biede, II, Assistant Rabban

Green Valley
High Twelve #505
Meets 1st and 3rd Monday @ 12:00pm
Triple Play
1570 W. Duval Mine Rd., Green Valley, AZ

Cochise County
High Twelve #703
Meets 2nd Friday @ 5pm
Manda Le Restaurant
3455 Canyon de Flores., Sierra Vista, AZ

Tucson
High Twelve #523
Meets Every Thursday @ 8am
International House of Pancakes
4187 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson, AZ

Quarterly AmazonSmile donation notification. Shriners Hospitals for Children, recently received a quarterly
donation of $24,242.20 thanks to customers shopping at smile.amazon.com.
To date, AmazonSmile has donated a total of:
• $253,873.81 to Shriners Hospitals for Children
• $216,932,702.17 to all charities in the United States
• $236,903,641.58 to all charities worldwide
Thank you for supporting Shriners Hospitals for Children by shopping at smile.amazon.com. You can track your
impact throughout the year at your My.Impact.page.
AmazonSmile is also available in the Amazon Shopping app on iPhone and Android phones.
This notification reflects donations as of December 14, 2020.
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Greetings Nobles:
We received an offer from the University of Arizona (UofA) for purchase of
the Sabbar Shrine property in December of 2020. After careful consideration, it
was presented to the nobility for a vote in a special meeting called by Illustrious
Sir Toby Thomas, Potentate, on January 18th and, after some discussion, a vote
was called and the vote was overwhelming to accept the offer. The Uof A has
been so advised and the sale process has begun.
The contract for sale will be presented to us for signature in the next 30 days.
Once executed, escrow will be opened and it will be presented to the UofA
Board of Regents for approval at their April meeting. If all goes as expected,
we should be closing the sale on or about July 14th.
In terms of next steps, we have a lot of work to do in a very short period of
time. Specifically, we need to get to work in three key areas: Liquidation of
assets not included in the sale and not likely to be needed in our new right-sized
home including some kitchen equipment, tables and chairs, bar equipment,
storage containers, office equipment, and the beautiful petrified wood used in
the landscaping. We also need to be organizing logistics teams—the who and
how of packing the place up and getting equipment to our new home. And,
lastly, our new home. We do have the option to lease back part of the building after the close, but it would be desirable
to move out as soon as possible, so we need to be in action there.
With all that, there is an ask; the Divan needs your help—we need people to help with all these projects. Please reach
out to Illustrious Sir Toby or our Recorder, Jim Hand, if you’d like to give some of your valuable time to the cause.
We know this was a difficult decision but, now that the wheels are turning, let’s be thinking about life without the
excess real estate. Let’s get back to fun and fellowship and supporting our children.
Yours in the faith,
Noble Keith Lozeau, Assistant Rabban, 2020

Sabbar Shrine Almoners Fund

We realize this year has been a very
difficult year financially for many of
our members.
As we look forward to the last half
of this year, if you will be faced with
needing assistance with paying your
Sabbar Shrine annual dues, please
contact Illustrious Sir Joe Talvy, PP,
Almoner Fund Chairman.
Illustrious Sir Joe can be reached at
520-940-3939 or via email at:
vigilante3115@gmail.com.

Diplomate of the
Academy of Clinical Sleep Disorders
Dentistry
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Oriental Guide
Hello Nobles:
I am honored to have been elected to serve as Oriental Guide for 2021. As you all know, 2020 was an extremely
trying year and I hope this year is much better. I don’t think it can be much worse.
We have a lot going on this year with the sale of the building and finding a new home for Sabbar. I’m confident that
with the committees we have in place, our future will be bright. We have sub committees for renting, buy or build, and
assets disposition. If you would like to be a member of one of those committees, let us know.
Again, thank you for nominating and voting me into the Divan. I will do my best to be productive and serve Sabbar
and the Nobility to the best of my abilities.
Hopefully Covid-19 will go away and we can get back to normal soon!
Fraternally,
Noble Jim Pokorny, Oriental Guide

Hi there! It’s been awhile.
With all the goings on with the pandemic and rules and regulations from
Imperial, the sale of Sabbar, it’s hard to keep up. The Directors Staff has decided
since there is no Second Section in the Ceremonial, we do not need to keep the
equipment in our storage place, so we are having a YARD SALE.

February 6th
9am—3pm

It will be February 6th from 9am—3pm at the Directors Staff room. There are
mostly tools and miscellaneous items. If any other unit wants to participate, let us
know. You are welcome to set up a table and join us.
Well Wishes to All.
Noble Bill Burkel, Director of Units and Clubs
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DELTA INSURANCE AGENCY LTD
Insurance With A Personal Touch

Old Pueblo

High Twelve #773
Meets 2nd and 4th Friday @ 8:30am
Sabbar Shrine Center

• Personal •

• Commercial •

• Bonds •

Antique Autos
Automobile
Boats
Homeowners
Jewelry
Motorcycles
Motorhomes
Umbrella
And More . . .

Autos/Trucks
Building
Contents
Cyber Liability
Directors & Officers
General Liability
Property
Workers’ Comp
And More . . .

Conservator
License
Notary
Title
And More . . .

■
■

450 S. Tucson Blvd., Tucson, AZ

Sahuaro
High Twelve #523
Meets Every Thursday @ 8:00am
Old Times Kafe
1485 W. Prince Road, Tucson, AZ

Need Pet Insurance? We Have It!

Going to Mexico? We Write Insurance For Mexico!

Bob Garn
Bob@DeltaInsAgency.com
520-399-2828
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News From The Recorder
Greetings Nobles:
Our 2021 year has started with a new Recorder. Yours truly is working to serve the needs of Sabbar as best I can.
Dues for 2021 are still coming in. If you have a question about your past or present dues, feel free to give me a call at
Sabbar—520-624-2509.
On Monday, January 18th, a special meeting was held regarding the sale of Sabbars’ property to the University of
Arizona (UofA). The sale was approved with 49 nobles attending. The sale amount of $1.325 million (sales price is
confidential—for members information only) is the average of two appraisals which were commissioned by the UofA.
This was deemed by the nobility who were present at the meeting, to be acceptable. Closing costs of $4-7 thousand
will be split by both parties.
The next step is for this to be communicated to UofA by Illustrious Sir Toby Thomas, Potentate. This amount must
be run through the Board of Regents at their next meeting. Closing will be in July of this year.
We have a Relocation Committee working on where we can go after the sale. We have the option to rent this
building from the UofA until December, 2021. Other options to rent from, such as, the Tucson Scottish Rite are being
considered. We may decide to build at a new location with this money. All of these options will be brought to the
nobility at a future Stated Meeting.
On a sad note, Illustrious Sir Joe Talvy, PP, lost his Lady Pina in January. Sympathy and condolences from all the
Sabbar Nobles go out to Illustrious Sir Joe.
Stay safe, stay well.
Noble Jim Hand, Recorder

Recorder’s Office
Office Hours
Mon - Thur 9 am to 1 pm
After hours by appointment only.
Contact: Noble Jim Hand
Office: 520-624-2509 x 115
Cell: 241-2793
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Friends of the Temple Topics
Richard & Ellie Hall
Bob & Marian Hannon
Sahuaro High Twelve Club #523
Gerry & Garree Innis
Andrew M. Anderson, Jr.
Cochise High Twelve Club #703
David & Alice Haynes
Terry & Benay Fried
Ken & Ann Byrum
Jerry & Jette Shultz
Richard & Kay Miller
Norma Sebastian
John & Dorothy Trexel
Joy Mabee
Smitty & Judy Smith
Van Elrod
Sid & Debbie Leluan
David & Rosalin Cohen
Raymond & Cathy Cohen
Zane & Suzanne Cohen
Herbert & Carol Feifer
Marvin & Ruth Hoffman
Duane & Diane Pinter
Elliott & Mildred Koeppen

FEB
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAY
MAY
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUL
JUL
DEC
FEB
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
OCT
NOV

Friends of the Temple Topics

2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2023

Enclosed is my check in the amount of: $24.00
Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Please make check payable to:

“Sabbar Shrine Temple Topics”
Mail this coupon along with your check to:
Sabbar Shrine Center
450 S. Tucson Boulevard
Tucson, AZ 85716

Thank you!
OFFICIAL CALL FOR THE
NOBILITY OF SABBAR SHRINE

FEBRUARY
STATED MEETING

February 9, 2021 — 7:00pm
For the Purpose of Old and New Business
Your Attendance is Urgently Requested
WEAR YOUR FEZ — DOOR WILL BE TILED
Yours in the Faith,
Illustrious Sir Toby Thomas, Potentate
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The Riders of the Third Degree, Masonic Riders Association
This past January 9th The Riders of the Third Degree, Masonic Riders Association (3rd Degree) held their annual
“Dia de los Reyes” (3 Wiseman Day) Charity Drive. This charity drive first started in January of 2017 in an effort to
help bring a smile to the children who visit the Square and Compass Children’s Clinic. Each year the 3rd Degree holds
this drive by collecting toys, mostly stuffed animals. These stuffed animals are handed out to the numerous children
who visit the clinic, in an effort to give them some comfort as they battle their medical issues. Every year we strive to
make it bigger and better. Our first drive was less than 30 riders and since then it has grown much larger with various
riders joining the event from different states including riders from Mexico. We have grown the “Dia de Los Reyes”
drives to include various vendors and live bands. On the day of the event, it becomes an all hands on deck to include
much help from the wives and significant others of the 3rd Degree members.
This year was a bit different. The effects of the pandemic threw a wrench into some of our plans. We did not allow
this to prevent us from adapting and moving forward with our drive. This year the Children’s Clinic was unable to
accept toys. The 3rd Degree immediately switched gears and overcame this small bump in the road. We contacted the
clinic staff and realized a huge need for them was for diapers. We quickly switched the drive to include diapers for the
children in addition to keeping with our traditional stuffed animals.
Because of the pandemic, we were unable to hold our event at Sabbar Shrine. However, the owner of the Territorial
Bar and Pub in Tucson was very generous in allowing us to use their facility. The 3 rd Degree did not know how much
support they would receive because of the health risks, but once again, the support received by the riders and the
members of the public was outstanding. The diapers were proudly delivered the day after the charity drive and the toys
will be taken to a riders group in Mexico where they will deliver them to children along the border.
We have been blessed to receive many donations from several businesses around town throughout the years. Many
of these donations have been in the form of different prizes which we raffle off at the event. The money we receive from
these raffles allows us to purchase laptops and in turn donate them to children at different schools in Tucson.
The Riders of the 3rd Degree will begin planning their 2022 Charity Drive in the hopes of not just making it larger
than before but more so, in an effort to bring more smiles to the children.
In the words of our 3rd Degree National President, Noble Tony Hernandez, “We are a true charity on wheels”.
For further information, please contact Noble Art Del Cueto via email at: guero.adc@gmail.com.
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Temple Topics is
published monthly to
inform our Nobles, their
Ladies and our extended
Masonic family of events
and news happening at
Sabbar Shrine Center.
This publication is
directed towards the
interests of Sabbar Shrine
Center Nobility, Shriners
International, Masonic
Fraternity and affiliated
orders. The opinions and
statements expressed
herein do not necessarily
reflect the policies of
Sabbar Shrine Center nor
of the Imperial Council of
the Shriners International.
Reporters and
Photographers are
appointed representatives
of each club or unit. All
Nobles are invited to
submit articles and photos
for publication. These
articles will be used at the
discretion of Temple
Topics Staff and with
space permitting.
Due dates for articles
and pictures will be
published each month.
Submissions should be
sent via email to:
editor@sabbarshriners.org

Managing Editor
Illustrious Sir
Toby Thomas, Potentate

Editor / Designer
Peggy Atchley
Facebook / Website
Noble Roger Biede, III

Sabbar Shriners
450 S. Tucson Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85716
Business Office
(520) 624-2509

SABBAR SHRINERS
450 S. TUCSON BLVD.
TUCSON, AZ 85716

