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Shriners Creed
Shriners believe in God and that he created man to serve his purposes,
among which is service to others in his name.
We believe that care for the less fortunate, especially children who suffer
from burns and crippling diseases, is our institutional calling.
We are patriots, each willing to serve his country with fidelity and courage.
We cherish independence under law and freedom with responsibility.
We honor family. We respect our parents, wives and children. We should
instill in our children the tenets of this creed and the heritage from which it
emanates.
As individuals we pledge ourselves to integrity, virtue and nobility of
character. Our intentions will be honorable, our relations will be trustworthy
and our spirits forgiving of each other.
As brothers we offer each other fraternal affection and respect. Together
we will support each other in adherence to this creed, so that we and our
communities will be the better because of our fraternity and its principles.
As Shriners we look beyond ourselves to serve the needs of others,
especially children who cannot help themselves. We believe Shriners Hospitals
to be the world’s greatest philanthropy, and we covenant with each other to
support its “temples of mercy” with spirit, time, talent and means.

Let’s Keep In Touch
Sabbar Shrine Center

450 S. Tucson Boulevard

www.sabbarshriners.org

Tucson, Arizona 85716

520-624-2509

Sabbar Shriner Center

Pote’s Notes
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Past Potentates and Nobles All:
The Nobles voted in the affirmative to purchase the Knights of Columbus building just south of our current location.
Illustrious Sir, Van Elrod, PP, has been in talks with them about the purchase along with Noble Sid Leluan. Unfortunately, the Knights of Columbus have backed out of selling their building to Sabbar. The Divan and members of the
Relocation Committee are holding meetings to discuss other options.
I will comment on the kitchen and the lounge from the Car Show. Combined, the kitchen and lounge made over
$2,000 during the show. I would like to thank everyone who volunteered to cook and serve, It was great! Seventy
burritos were made for breakfast and over 140 hamburgers, 70 hotdogs and, two cases of French fries were served.
Again, a great big thank you to all who worked and to everyone who came out to enjoy the great event.
Fraternally yours,
Illustrious Sir Toby Thomas, Potentate

Relocation Committee
Nobles and Ladies:
I received word from the President of the Knights of Columbus that their membership voted to decline our offer to
purchase their facility. They are going to try and revive the Council and make it a thriving place again. In discussing the
situation, I got the impression that we might get another chance at purchasing the property if their attempt at revitalizing
their membership is not successful.
We are continuing with our efforts to identify a viable place for us to meet and also where or how to store our belongings. It is my hope that the nobility will continue to help with the very important work ahead of us. We are ALL working for the betterment of Sabbar.
Fraternally yours,
Illustrious Sir Van Elrod, PP

Car Show — May, 2021
Nobles and Ladies:
May 5th was a red letter day for Sabbar. Our annual car show hosted 180+ vehicles in our parking lot and inside the
Ball Room. Many of those attending were carry-over registrations from the December show which was cancelled
because of the COVID Pandemic.
Vehicles began arriving by 6am and were still rolling in at 11am.
I want to thank all the nobles and ladies who volunteered for the day. The nobles who worked the kitchen were very
busy all day. They even had to make emergency trips to get more supplies. The ladies taking orders and getting them
into the kitchen also had a very busy day. I want to also thank the nobles who helped get the cars parked. Nicole also
had a brisk day in the lounge—they were busy enough all day to need two bartenders. If I have failed to mention anyone
who put in such a long day, I apologize. Thanks again for all the volunteers for making this years show such a huge
success. I do not have the final figures from the Bookkeeper yet, but I am sure that the General Fund had a very good
infusion of cash on Monday morning.
It was a great feeling to see all the smiling faces at Sabbar once again. The participants were all having a good time
sharing their many beautiful vehicles with the public. Thanks to all that helped. Many registered again although they
had already paid in December. They just paid the entry fee because it was “for the Shriners”.
THANKS AGAIN,
Illustrious Sir Van Elrod, PP

A Memorial Service for Lady, Mary Harrison,
will be held at Sabbar Shrine at 11:00am on
June 19, 2021, followed by a Luncheon in the
Dining Room.
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Chief Rabban
Nobles:
Things are looking up at Sabbar! I was so happy about the vote to buy the Knights of Columbus building. Unfortunately, we need to keep looking for a facility as they made a decision not to sell the building to Sabbar. Our Relocation
Committee is working hard at other options for a place where we can meet and enjoy each other’s company.
Friday nights continue to be filled with good food and good friends at Sabbar. Come on down and have dinner and a
drink.
Looking forward to Houston in July. It will be my first Imperial Session, so I am sure to be impressed.
Mary Harrison’s memorial will be June 19th at 11:00am at Sabbar, followed by a luncheon. Mary touched my life
enormously, and I’m sure many of you loved her as I did. She is sorely missed.
Yours in the Faith,
Noble “Dok” Biede, II , Chief Rabban

Assistant Rabban
Nobles All:
There is a lot going on at the Shrine regardless of any type of pandemic that may still be on many people’s minds.
We have recently heard “the building doesn’t make us Shriners, we make the Shrine”. I encourage everyone to come by
for the Friday night dinners and continue doing so during our move from our current building. There are things happening and we can continue the lively atmosphere with more participation. We can strive to have more weekend gatherings
as well. The recent car show is a fine example of what a great time that can be had by all.
Someone asked recently, why continue being a member with the lack of activities? We are members because the
common goal is to improve the lives of children across the world. The current health issues that are affecting the world
is going to subside yet, the needs of those children who count on us does not, and has not stopped. That is why I encourage all Nobles to continue to do your part to make our organization the best one in the world. We have a common goal
and by paying our dues and participating in functions like the Friday night dinners, we can ALL experience fellowship
while truly making a difference in a child’s life.
Stop by on Friday, say hello, sit down and dine or order to go. Masks are coming off and we all want to see everyone’s faces once again.
Yours in the faith,
Noble Art Del Cueto, Assistant Rabban

Our Noble has reached the
end of his earthly toils.
The brittle thread which
bound him to earth has been severed and
his liberated spirit has winged his flight
to the unknown world.

Green Valley
High Twelve #505
Meets 1st and 3rd Monday @ 12:00pm
Triple Play
1570 W. Duval Mine Rd., Green Valley, AZ

Donald Woodall
Born July 5, 1931
Creation December 31, 1974
Expired April 28, 2021

Old Pueblo
High Twelve #773
Meets 2nd and 4th Friday @ 8:30am
Sabbar Shrine Center
450 S. Tucson Blvd., Tucson, AZ
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Oriental Guide
Hello Nobles and Ladies:
At last, our world is finally getting back to normal. It’s been a rough year for sure. I certainly hope the future is bright
from here on out.
Well, my Lady LuAnn and I decided to make it “official” after a 20-year partnership. We were married on May 7th in
a small ceremony at Sabbar. We are very happy and look forward to another 20 years!
As for our relocation, things are kind of up in the air after the sad news that the Knights of Columbus decided against
the sale of their building to us. We are going to meet to decide what to do going forward. Whatever the plan is, it will
require as much help as we can get to go through everything and move prior to closing on our building in July. So, if
you are able, please reach out to a Divan member.
Don’t forget, Friday night dinners in the lounge. The dinners are delicious and a real bargain. So, please join us if
you are able.
Hope to see you soon!
In faith,
Noble Jim Pokorny, Oriental Guide

DELTA INSURANCE AGENCY LTD
Insurance With A Personal Touch
• Personal •

• Commercial •

• Bonds •

Antique Autos
Automobile
Boats
Homeowners
Jewelry
Motorcycles
Motorhomes
Umbrella
And More . . .

Autos/Trucks
Building
Contents
Cyber Liability
Directors & Officers
General Liability
Property
Workers’ Comp
And More . . .

Conservator
License
Notary
Title
And More . . .

■

■

Need Pet Insurance? We Have It!
Going to Mexico? We Write Insurance For Mexico!

Bob Garn
Bob@DeltaInsAgency.com
520-399-2828

JUL/AUG TEMPLE TOPICS

DEADLINE
6/20/21
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Shriners Children’s - Southern California
Our Pasadena Medical Center continues to increase in patient volume. Our international patients are coming across
our borders with the help of Border Agents. Generally, an email is sent from our Medical Center to the patient indicating a date and time for their appointment. This paperwork is then given at the border indicating the need to enter the US.
Should the patient not have email access, an Agent would contact our Medical Center and confirm the appointment time
and date. Consequently, in the coming months, we should experience an increase in transportation requests. These are
completed by Illustrious Sir Van Elrod, PP.
Since the onset of the pandemic, your Medical Center Representatives have been meeting monthly via either virtually
or teleconferencing with other members of the Board of Governors. Noble David Ramirez is an Associate Member on
the Board of Governors and within the Board of Governors, there are sub groups which meet separately during the
month and report to the full Board. Noble Gerry Innis is Chairman of the Marketing and Communications, and I serve
on the Medical Group. The other sub groups include: Finance; Human Resources; Plant and Facilities; Strategic
Planning and the Tijuana Clinic.
Yours in the Faith,
Illustrious Sir Jerry Shultz, PP

Friends of the Temple Topics
Richard & Kay Miller
Norma Sebastian
John & Dorothy Trexel
Smitty & Judy Smith
Van Elrod
Richard & Ellie Hall
Ray & Sharon Adkins
David & Rosalin Cohen
Raymond & Cathy Cohen
Zane & Suzanne Cohen
Herbert & Carol Feifer
Marvin & Ruth Hoffman
Joy Mabee
Duane & Diane Pinter
Ken & Ann Byrum
Elliott & Mildred Koeppen
Sid & Debbie Leluan

JUN
JUN
JUN
JUL
DEC
FEB
MAY
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUN
JUL
OCT
MAY
NOV
FEB

2021
2021
2021
2021
2021
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2023
2023
2025

Friends of the Temple Topics
Enclosed is my check in the amount of: $24.00
Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Please make check payable to:

“Sabbar Shrine Temple Topics”
Mail this coupon along with your check to:
Sabbar Shrine Center
450 S. Tucson Boulevard
Tucson, AZ 85716

Thank you!
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Imperial Sir Jim Smith, Imperial Potentate and First Lady Alice along with Illustrious Sir
Toby Thomas, Potentate Sabbar Shrine and Lady Kim, were Honored Guests at the Ladies
of the Oriental Shrine Official Opening of the 107th Grand Council, hosted by Oasis Court
#75.

Imperial Sir James R. “Jim” Smith, Imperial Potentate
and First Lady, Alice. Illustrious Sir Toby Thomas,
Potentate Sabbar Shrine and Lady Kim.

Illustrious Sir Toby Thomas, Potentate Sabbar Shrine
and Lady Kim

7

Donations and Remembrances
From Our Members, Family and Friends
Sabbar Shrine Center Hospital Transportation Fund
Don’s Hot Rod Shop

Sabbar Shrine Center General Fund
Illustrious Sir Van Elrod, PP
(In Memory of Lady Sherry)

Tucson
High Twelve #523
Meets Every Thursday @ 8am
International House of Pancakes
4187 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson, AZ

Cochise County
High Twelve #703
Diplomate of the
Academy of Clinical Sleep Disorders
Dentistry

Meets 2nd Friday @ 5pm
Manda Le Restaurant
3455 Canyon de Flores., Sierra Vista, AZ
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SABBAR SHRINE
PRESENTS

SOCIAL HOUR 5:00PM — 6:00PM
BUFFET DINNER — 6:30PM

CAMEL RACES
MUSIC
DANCING

Coleslaw — Macaroni Salad
BBQ Pulled Pork — Brisket Sandwiches

RSVP TO:
JOHN “ROWDY” ROEBUCK
520-460-4112

tucsonrowdy@cox.net
Donations Greatly Appreciated
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Burkel’s Bits

From the Pen of the Recorder

Hi Everyone:
Well, I guess summer is almost here. Before
everyone leaves, let’s give a big thanks to all who
cooked the Friday night dinners. They put life into
the Shrine. Keep it up!
The car show was quite a success. Thanks to
Illustrious Sir Van Elrod, PP and all who volunteered
to help. The breakfast burritos were outstanding.
Sorry you missed the Southern Shrine Club in
Wilcox. They had their first meeting in months. It
was just a small group, but it was a start.
Mark your calendar for June 12th for a big party at
Sabbar to say good by to our old friend, Sabbar.
For those of you traveling, safe travels.
Talk to you later,

Greetings Nobles:
Exciting times are here! We are preparing to move—the
Closing Documents with the University of Arizona are
scheduled to be signed on July 21st. We need to start preparing for the move. The Blue Angels have moved their cars and
the Director’s Staff has sold some items. If you belong to a
Unit, please check with your Unit President to find out what
you can do to help.
Noble Robert (Bob) Webber fell on May 11th and fractured
his pelvis. After a few days in the hospital, he was sent to
rehabilitation. He has his work cut out for him with his pelvis
rehab. He would welcome any phone calls. His phone
number is 520-419-1796.
Keep Saturday, June 12th open for the Goodbye Bash after
53 years at our current location. Stay tuned to your email for
further details. No email? Call me at 624-2509 and I will
gladly pass on the information.
Remember, our next Stated Meeting, and the last at this
location, will be Monday June 10th. Come and hear the latest
update on our move.
Take care and stay safe!

Noble Bill Burkel, Director of Units and Clubs

Noble Jim Hand, Recorder

MASONRY MAKES MEN BETTER
SHRINERS MAKES THE WORLD BETTER

Bert Oxnam
and
Alicia Smith
June 7, 2021

Jim Pokorny
and
LuAnn Higgerson
May 7, 2021
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Sabbar Shrine
Petition for Membership
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Temple Topics is
published monthly to
inform our Nobles, their
Ladies and our extended
Masonic family of events
and news happening at
Sabbar Shrine Center.
This publication is
directed towards the
interests of Sabbar Shrine
Center Nobility, Shriners
International, Masonic
Fraternity and affiliated
orders. The opinions and
statements expressed
herein do not necessarily
reflect the policies of
Sabbar Shrine Center nor
of the Imperial Council of
the Shriners International.
Reporters and
Photographers are
appointed representatives
of each club or unit. All
Nobles are invited to
submit articles and photos
for publication. These
articles will be used at the
discretion of Temple
Topics Staff and with
space permitting.
Due dates for articles
and pictures will be
published each month.
Submissions should be
sent via email to:
editor@sabbarshriners.org

Managing Editor
Illustrious Sir
Toby Thomas, Potentate
Editor / Designer
Peggy Atchley
Facebook / Website
Noble Roger Biede, III

Sabbar Shriners
450 S. Tucson Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85716
Business Office
(520) 624-2509

SABBAR SHRINERS
450 S. TUCSON BLVD.
TUCSON, AZ 85716

